Nursing case management: application to neuroscience nursing.
The changing health care environment has challenged nurses to develop creative care delivery systems that provide for quality, comprehensive, cost-effective care in a time of restricted reimbursement and diminishing human and material resources. Nursing case management has been identified as one such approach to health care delivery that has resulted in quality, patient-centered care and improved resource utilization. The case management plan, critical path and discharge planning sheet are primary tools in this care delivery model. Because of the diverse case types and variety of patient care settings, neuroscience nursing is an ideal arena for implementing a nursing case management model of care.